
 

 

Activist Briefing: Qatar 

Qatar funds Hamas, normalises Antisemitism and employs over 1 million migrant workers 

under a system akin to modern-day slavery. 

However, until recently, Qatar’s immense wealth and UK investment has allowed it to enjoy 

immunity from Western criticism.  

However, the UK is beginning to wake up to the human rights abuses and funding of terror by 

Qatar ahead of the World Cup.  

The Board of Deputies, together with grassroots organisations, calls on the community to join 

us in a campaign to turn the spotlight on Qatar. 

There are three main issues of concern: 

1. Qatar is Complicit in Terrorism. 

2. Qatar’s migrant workers are suffering forced labour. 

3. Qatar’s laws discriminate against women and LGBT people, and Qatari 

media normalises Antisemitism. 

Qatar is complicit in terrorism. 

 Qatar’s counter-terrorism co-operation with the US has been described by Hilary Clinton as 

“the worst in the region”.  

 During an October 2012 visit to Gaza, the Emir of Qatar pledged more than $400 million to 

Hamas. Their influence over the proscribed terrorist organisation has been described as 

“enormous”  by the media. 

 During the 2014 conflict between Israel and Hamas, Qatar was allegedly pushing Hamas to 

take more extreme positions in negotiations, a move condemned by other Arab states.  

 Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal has been living in a luxury home in Qatar since 2012, whilst his 

policy of aggression has consigned Gaza to the third highest poverty rate in the Arab world, at 

38%. 

 Allegations have also been made that Qatar has helped ISIS rise to power, with Iraqi Prime 

Minister Maliki accusing Qatar of “inciting and encouraging the terrorist movements.” 

 



Qatar’s migrant workers are suffering forced labour. 

 Qatar is one of the richest countries in the world, the leading exporter of liquefied natural gas 

and holds more than £10bn worth of UK investments, including ownership of Harrods and 

stakes in Sainsbury’s and Barclays. 

 However, its construction workers on some of the 2022 World Cup sites receive “poverty 

wages”, as little as 45p an hour. 

 According to Amnesty International & the Guardian, workers are frequently paid late or not at 

all, and housed in squalid and overcrowded accommodation. 

 Workers must obtain the sponsor’s permission before changing jobs or leaving the country for 

any reason. Sponsors are responsible for providing ID cards and satisfactory accommodation, 

and are rarely inspected to check they are doing so.  

 Without sufficient regulation by the Qatari Government, such a system permits severe abuses 

of power and leaves workers in a position of forced labour. 

 

Qatar’s laws discriminate against women and LGBT people, whilst Qatari media 

normalises Antisemitism. 

 In Qatar, it is a woman’s legal responsibility to keep up the household and obey her husband, 

and marital rape is legal.  

 Homosexuality is a criminal offence in Qatar, punishable by seven years’ jail sentence, or 

death for a married Muslim. The Gulf Co-operation Countries (GCC), of which Qatar is a 

member, announced in 2003 that they were working on a way of preventing gay foreigners 

from entering the country. 

 Four of Qatar’s daily newspapers have featured Antisemitic cartoons using Nazi imagery, while 

a sermon broadcast on Qatar TV included a call to ‘kill [all the Jews], every last one,’ and 

‘increase the pressure on the plundering Jews’. 

 

 


