
Celebrate the Balfour Declaration 

100 years ago, the British government issued a historic declaration 
recognising the national rights of the Jewish people 

 

  

 

Jews are indigenous to Israel 

The Jewish people’s physical, historical and spiritual connection with Israel, source 
of their identity, language, religion and culture, is unbroken for over 3,000 years. 

In the course of conquests by foreign empires, the ancient Jewish kingdoms were 
destroyed and Jews were scattered to distant countries. For nearly 2,000 years, 
most Jews lived as second-class citizens in Christian and Muslim countries, often 
persecuted and frequently subject to massacres, forced conversions and expulsions. 

During these ages, Jews continually longed for their ancient homeland. There 
never ceased to be a Jewish presence in the land of Israel. 

Zionism – the Jewish people’s national liberation movement 

Zionism is the belief that the Jewish people should seek self-determination in their 
historic homeland. It grew as part of a widespread movement in the 19th century of 
oppressed nations demanding independence. Zionist pioneers began resettling the 
land in the early 1880s, supplementing existing Jewish communities (there was 
already a Jewish majority in Jerusalem), many decades before Balfour’s declaration. 

Who else lived in the land? 

For centuries until 1917 Palestine was ruled by the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire. 

There was no single nationality ‘in possession’. The sparse population (around 
300,000) included Arabs, Druze, Kurds, Turks, Armenians, Greeks and Catholics, as 
well as Jews. The population later grew massively, mainly by Arab immigration from 
surrounding countries, attracted by the prosperity brought by the Zionists. 

The Zionists were not invaders. They were legal, peaceful immigrants, who 
entered, and bought land, under the existing laws.   

“His Majesty's government view with favour the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish people, and will use their best endeavours 
to facilitate the achievement of this object, it being clearly understood that 
nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political 
status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.” 

Arthur Balfour, British Foreign Secretary, 2nd November 1917 

 



Jewish national rights enter international law 

The Turks sided with the Germans in World War I. The 
British captured Jerusalem in December 1917, and became 
the dominant power in the region. 

Balfour’s declaration, issued by the British government, 
became international law at the San Remo Conference and 
the League of Nations. The League’s Mandate for Palestine 

(confirmed in 1922 with the 51 member states voting unanimously in favour) required 
the British to take measures to promote the Jewish national home. 

The United Nations inherited this commitment to the Jewish Homeland. It 
remains part of international law. 

 
Some Arabs had supported the British, who rewarded them 
with kingdoms in present-day Jordan and Iraq. Creating Jordan 
involved partition of Palestine, removing 78% of the territory 
originally promised for the Jewish homeland and giving it to the 
new Arab state. 
 

Arab hostility leads to conflict and tragedy 

Initially, many Arab leaders (including Faisal, the leader of the Arab revolt against the 
Turks) were sympathetic, and saw Zionists as allies. However, despite growing 
prosperity which attracted Arab migrants into Palestine, Arab nationalists spread 
hatred and incited violence against Jewish communities in Palestine.  

As violence mounted, the British reneged on their commitments and began to restrict 
Jewish immigration. This led to tragedy, as Jews desperate to escape from the Nazis 
were denied sanctuary. 

The mounting violence led to the UN proposing in 1947 further partition of Palestine 
into Jewish and Arab states. The Arabs rejected this, as they have similar solutions 
ever since, and attempted to destroy the new state. Against the odds, Israel survived 
(although East Jerusalem and the ‘West Bank’ were illegally occupied by Jordan). 

With Israel’s victory in its War of Independence, and recognition by the UN as 
a sovereign state, the promise of the Balfour Declaration was finally fulfilled. 

Support peace. Support democracy. Support Israel. 

North London Friends of Israel supports a just and peaceful solution to the 
Israel/Palestine conflict. We work to promote Israel’s cause in our locality. 

You can contact us on: 

Email: nlfriendsofisrael@gmail.com Web: nlfriendsofisrael.wordpress.com 
 North London Friends of Israel    nlfofisrael 

The British enter Jerusalem  

The Mandate in 1922. 
‘Palestine’ originally included 
all of present-day Jordan 
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