
KHAN AL-AHMER

Background

Until a peace agreement is reached between Israel and the Palestinians, the
West Bank, or Judea and Samaria, is disputed land. 

In the late 1970’s there were a few scattered tents of nomadic shepherds in
the  area  known  as  E1.  In  the  1990’s  these  nomads,  Bedouin  who  for
centuries had roamed the land, settled down encouraged and assisted by the
PA and the EU. There are now 173 people including 92 children who live in
Khan Al-Ahmar.

Following the legal terms of the Oslo II Interim Agreement from 28 September
1995,  the  area  E1  was  designated  as Area  C,  where  Israel  retained  the
powers of zoning and planning and full military and civilian control. Despite
long-standing plans for the municipality of Ma'aleh Adumim to build 3000 new
housing units on the E1 territory, Israel undertook unilateral limitations upon
itself in this area.  

The  E1  area  is  located  at  the  crossroads  of  the  northern  part  of  the
Palestinian areas and those of the south. It  also stands at the crossroads
between  East  Jerusalem and  Ma’aleh  Adumim.  It  is  therefore  of  strategic
value and pivotal in contiguity North to South and West to East.

Israeli  construction in E1 is controversial.  Critics say that the plan aims at
preventing  any  possible  expansion  of  Arab  East  Jerusalem by  creating  a
physical  link  between  Ma'ale  Adumim  and Jerusalem, and  that  it  would
effectively complete a crescent of Israeli settlements around East Jerusalem
dividing  it  from  the  rest  of  the  West  Bank  and  its  Palestinian  population
centres, and create a continuous Jewish population between Jerusalem and
Ma'ale Adumim. It would also nearly bisect the West Bank jeopardizing the
prospects  of  a  contiguous Palestinian  state.  However,  it  is  debatable  that
construction by either side would entirely “cut off” the other.  

In the 2000’s, in accordance with the Fayyad plan, (Fayyad was PM of the PA
until 2013) the PA seized control of territory to create facts on the ground in
order to end the occupation and establish a Palestinian state i.e. to procure
territorial contiguity from Bethlehem in the south through Ramallah and Jenin
all the way through to the northern area of the West Bank.  Khan al-Ahmar is
the flagship outpost in this web of settlement.



A long battle

A demolition order was issued for the illegal Palestinian outpost many years
ago. For 10 years, Khan al-Ahmar has fought demolition. In September 2018,
Israel’s Supreme Court finally rejected the last of its appeals and ordered it
removed.

However,  last  week,  Prime  Minister  Benjamin  Netanyahu  ordered  the
demolition delayed to buy time for a negotiated settlement with the residents.
Critics  from his  coalition  suggested  he  was  reacting  to  a  threat  from the
International  Criminal  Court  warning  that  destroying  Khan  al-Ahmar  could
constitute a war crime. However, Israel is not a party to the ICC and the Israeli
Supreme Court’s decisions are generally respected in the West. It is uncertain
what Netanyahu’s tactics are.

Palestinian Contiguity Road

Construction in the area is a subject of controversy. Palestinians say that it
would  prevent  contiguity  between  the  northern  and  southern  areas  of  the
West  Bank  making  "the  creation  of  a  contiguous  Palestinian  state  almost
impossible" and increase travel time between the Ramallah region north of
Jerusalem to the Bethlehem region to the south. This would make it harder to
reach agreement over permanent borders. The United States, EU and UN
have  supported  the  Palestinian  position  and  have  sought  to  block  Israeli
construction at the site, pending a final peace agreement. According to the
UN and EU, construction in this area will deal a "fatal blow" to the two-state
solution and make it "almost inconceivable". Israeli governments have so far
avoided construction in E1 due to international pressure, even though it  is
doubtful whether a two state solution could be achieved. 

To address Palestinian concerns, Israel has constructed a series of bypass
roads that allow access from East Jerusalem to the West Bank. The total cost
of  construction  was  estimated  in  2009  as  amounting  to ₪200,000,000
(approx.US$50,000,000)  for  the  previous  two  years.  The  building  of  this
infrastructure was interpreted, by the PA, as motivated by a desire to "claim"
the E1 area ahead of constructing residential neighbourhoods. 

Israel claims that E1 plans have been regarded as strategically important for
Jerusalem's  security  by  all  of  Israel's  former  Prime Ministers  since  Prime
Minister Rabin appended E1 to Ma'ale Adumim. According to Ma'ale Adumim
Mayor  Bennie Kashriel,  Mvasseret  Adumim is  needed to  allow continuous
natural  growth  in  Ma'ale  Adumim,  and  is  essential  for  Ma'ale  Adumim's
security.  Without  Mvasseret  Adumim,  Ma'ale  Adumim  is  detached  from
Jerusalem — which is a 12-minute car ride away, and is vulnerable to anyone
who  seizes  the  E1  range. Ma'ale  Adumim  is  often  compared  to  Mount
Scopus,  an  Israeli  settlement  under  UN control  threatened during  multiple
conflicts  from 1948-1967.  Israel  also  claims to  have  the  legal  authority  to
continue  building  and  that  a  bypass  road,  the  proposed  solution  to  a
contiguous Palestinian state, to be an acceptable solution that the PA agreed
to in principle in the Oslo accords



Recent developments

Israeli cars driving past Khan al-Ahmar on the main Highway 1 were recently
stoned  by  Arabs.  Built  right  next to  Highway  1,  Israel  considers  the
encampment a strategic danger. The state’s fears seem to have been borne
out  as  stone-throwers  attacked  Israeli  cars  travelling  between  the  Israeli
towns of Kfar Adumim and Mishor Adumim.

“I  was  driving  towards  Mishor  Adumim,”  one  driver,  Reuven  Tzinani,  of
Mitzpeh Yericho,  told Arutz7 news. “As I was passing Khan al-Ahmar, I  felt
and heard something hit the car, and immediately afterwards the passenger-
side window of the car was smashed.” He was not injured. 

Analysis

Bedouin residents in Khan al-Ahmar are being used as pawns in the PA’s
game-plan using the E1 area to seize control of land in Area C. 

Israel has invested millions in a new modern neighbourhood near Abu Dis in
east Jerusalem for the re-location of these residents. 

The PA and EU are conducting a massive PR campaign against the Supreme
Court decision.

Although this matter concerns a small  Bedouin outpost,  it  is a political  hot
potato and has a much larger geopolitical impact.

This  is  a  test  case and many more  could  follow.  It’s  not  really  about  the
welfare of the Bedouins but about the PA asserting facts on the ground in
their long struggle to displace the Jews. 

In 2014, Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said: "Anyone who says he wants
to keep settlers in the Palestinian state is actually saying that he doesn't want
a Palestinian state. No settler will be allowed to stay in the Palestinian state,
not even a single one, because settlements are illegal and the presence of the
settlers on the occupied lands is illegal." Therefore, the Palestinian state, if
formed, according to Mr Ereket, will be “Judenrein” and unlike the Israeli state
which  permits Arabs to  be part  of  its society (20% of the population),  the
Palestinian state will be a racist state.
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