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ABUSE OF CHILDREN BY PALESTINIAN LEADERSHIP 
AND ARMED GROUPS 
 
Summary 
 
This document will identify the abuse of children by the Palestinian Leadership 
and Armed Groups over the last four decades. For substantiating evidence, 
see the Footnotes and Appendix. 
 
The document is arranged under the following headings: 
 

 INTRODUCTION 

 BREACH OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND STANDARDS 

 INCITEMENT TO VIOLENCE 

 STONE THROWING 

 SUICIDE BOMBING 

 STABBING ATTACKS 

 HUMAN SHIELDS 

 TERROR TUNNELS 
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Details of Abuse 
 
PALESTINIAN ABUSE OF CHILDREN IN TERRORISM AND WAR AND AS 
HUMAN SHIELDS 
 
Introduction 

 

“This child, who is grasping the stone, facing the tank, is it not the greatest message 
to the world when that hero becomes a martyr? We are proud of them.” – Yasser 
Arafat1 

 

Hanging above Israel is a strategic threat that, at the end of the day, is greater 
than Hamas terror, burning kites, tunnels and rockets. It is the threat of “child 
soldiers,” a tool the palestinian leadership have been using successfully since the 
1970s to promote anti-Israel propaganda and earn the favour of the West. It is a 
wicked and cynical modus operandi.2 

 

Breach of international laws and standards 
 
The use of children in war is one of the most universal evils. It is roundly condemned 
by the civilized world, and most of the uncivilized world, wherever it rears its evil head 
but there is only one place in the world where there is no talk about child soldiers and 
that is the palestinian territories. For some reason, we never hear any discussion of 
child soldiers in the palestinian territories, but it is well known that they exist and that 
it is nothing new. The PLO, Fatah and the Palestinian Authority have for decades 
used children as fodder to throw rocks, fireworks and explosives at soldiers, as 
bombers, to carry out stabbings and as lookouts and couriers. Hamas has been even 
more brazen, publicizing its recruitment of an army of child soldiers. 
 
There is a clear and unambiguous violation of international human rights, labour, war 
and child rights laws. This strategy destroys or poisons an entire generation of 
palestinian children. Palestinian children are being used to make war, as pawns. This 
should concern those who care for both Israelis and palestinians and want the best 
for both peoples. 
 
Incitement to violence 
 
The Palestinian leadership incites children to violence. On the occasion of Universal 
Children's Day - here's a taste of what the Palestinian Authority teaches their 
children. For over two decades, Palestinian Media Watch has exposed the PA's 
abuse of its own children with indoctrinating messages, teaching them that  
-    Jews are "the most evil among creations," and Israel is "the enemy," Jews are 
"Allah's enemy" and "Zion is Satan with a tail"  
-    Terrorist murderers of Jews/Israelis are heroes, and terrorist "Martyrs" are role 
models  
-    Israel doesn't have a right to exist  

The PA joined the UN's Convention of the Rights of the Child in 2014.  
 
Having reviewed PA school books and broadcasts on official PA TV, then Senator 
Hillary Clinton stated in 2007 that the PA "profoundly poisons the minds of these 

                                                 
1 On Palestinian Authority Television (15 January 2002) 
2 Haaretz 24 June 2018 

https://www.haaretz.com/misc/tags/hamas-1.5598922
http://www.palwatch.org/
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children." Unfortunately, this is still true today. The PA and Fatah leadership is 
abusing palestinian children by presenting terrorists as heroes, "Martyrs" as role 
models, and glorifying the murder of Jews and Israelis. Sports tournaments, names 
of schools, school books, cultural events, and even music videos glorify terrorist 
murderers and urge palestinian youth to aspire to kill and be killed. Jews are 
presented as lowly, wicked creatures, and Israel is "the enemy," and "Satan with a 
tail." Israel has no right to exist in any borders and the PA teaches kids to see all of 
Israel, in addition to the PA areas, as "Palestine" - a "Palestine" they will "liberate" 
and "return to," and which will "be returned" to them in its entirety.3 
 
The community’s appreciation for ‘martyrs’” is one of the several reasons why 
palestinian children feel motivated to join armed resistance groups. Palestinian 
children must be protected from becoming human sacrifices.  
 
Former Prime Minister of Israel Golda Meir had famously said, “We will only have 
peace with the Arabs when they love their children more than they hate us.” 
 
Anne Speckhard, adjunct associate Professor of Psychiatry, Georgetown University 
Medical Centre and Professor of Psychology, Vesalius College, Free University of 
Brussels, writes: 
In the palestinian territories, there currently exists a "cult of martyrdom". From a very 
young age children are socialized into a group consciousness that honours "martyrs", 
including human bombers who have given their lives for the fight against what is 
perceived by palestinians to be the unjust occupation of their lands. Young children 
are told stories of "martyrs". Many young people wear necklaces venerating 
particular "martyrs", posters decorate the walls of towns and rock and music videos 
extol the virtues of bombers. 4 
 
See evidence of incitement of children in the Appendix. 
 
Stone throwing 
 
Palestinian children routinely participate in incidents of stone throwing.5 Annually, 
Israeli military courts sentence approximately 700 palestinian children, predominantly 
on charges of throwing stones. Under Israeli law, children under 12 may neither be 
arrested nor detained. In July 2013, Wadi’a Maswadah, a 5 year old boy, was 
stopped from throwing rocks at passing cars6. During the large-scale 2018 Gaza 
border protests, some Gazan women made collections of stones for youths whose 
eyes were blurry from the effects of tear-gas, in order to save them time.7 
 
Suicide bombing 
 
Minors have been recruited to attack Israeli targets, both military and civilian, as 
suicide bombers, especially during the Second Intifada from 2000 to 2005. This 

                                                 
3 Palestinian Media Watch 
4 Speckhard, Anne (2005). "Understanding Suicide Terrorism: Countering Human Bombs and 
Their Senders" (PDF). In Jason S. Purcell; Joshua D. Weintraub. Topics in Terrorism: Toward 
a Transatlantic Consensus on the Nature of the Threat. I. Atlantic Council Publication. 
5 Kanaana p.120. A compromise solution was to call all stone-throwers from ages 6 to 
13 shabab izghar (little youths). 
6(Video) The Wadi'a Maswadah Hoax 15 October 2013 
7 Ahmad Kabariti, 'Our stones are stronger than their weapons': thousands in Gaza 

demonstrate for the ninth straight Friday Mondoweiss 26 May 2018. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_Speckhard
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Intifada
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/images/files/publication_pdfs/65/2005-07-Topics_in_Terrorism.pdf
http://www.atlanticcouncil.org/images/files/publication_pdfs/65/2005-07-Topics_in_Terrorism.pdf
http://mondoweiss.net/2018/05/stronger-thousands-demonstrate/
http://mondoweiss.net/2018/05/stronger-thousands-demonstrate/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mondoweiss
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deliberate involvement of children in armed conflict has been condemned by 
International human rights organizations.  
According to Amnesty International, "Palestinian armed groups have repeatedly 
shown total disregard for the most fundamental human rights, notably the right to life, 
by deliberately targeting Israeli civilians and by using palestinian children in armed 
attacks. Children are susceptible to recruitment by manipulation or may be driven to 
join armed groups for a variety of reasons, including a desire to avenge relatives or 
friends killed by the Israeli army."8 
According to the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers "2004 Global Report on 
the Use of Child Soldiers", there were at least nine documented suicide attacks 
involving palestinian minors between October 2000 and March 2004.9 
According to the Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group, children were used as 
"messengers and couriers, and in some cases as fighters and suicide bombers in 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and civilians" during the al-Aqsa Intifada.  
Fatah, Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad Movement and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine have all been implicated in involving children in this way. The 
issue was brought to world attention after a widely televised incident in which a 
mentally handicapped palestinian teenager, Hussam Abdo, was disarmed at an 
Israeli checkpoint.10 The youngest palestinian suicide bomber who blew himself up 
was Issa Bdeir, a 16-year-old high school student from the village of Al Doha. He 
blew himself up in a park in Rishon LeZion, killing a teenage boy and an elderly man. 
According to the Israel Defense Forces, 29 suicide attacks were carried out by youth 
under the age of 18 in 2000–2003. From May 2001, 22 shootings attacks and attacks 
using explosive devices were carried out by youth under the age of 18, and more 
than 40 youths under the age of 18 were involved in attempted suicide bombings that 
were thwarted (three in 2004).11 
 
See evidence of children used as suicide bombers in the Appendix. 
 
Stabbing attacks 
 
More recently, children have carried out stabbing attacks. 
 
In October 2015, CCTV footage released by the Israel Police, which went viral, 
showed a boy aged 13 and his cousin chasing a terrified ultra-Orthodox man, whom 
the cousin had just stabbed twice, through Jerusalem’s Pisgat Ze’ev neighbourhood, 
before giving up and looking for another victim. Later on, the two can be seen 
running – their 15-cm. and 20-cm. knives still drawn – toward a candy store, where a 
12-year-old Jewish boy is about to leave on his bicycle. Seconds later, the cousin 
stabs him in the neck, seriously wounding him. The two attackers were drawn to act 
violently in an act of martyrdom, with the intent of killing Jews.12 
 
On 30 March 2019, the IDF apprehended two young boys from Gaza who managed 
to cross the border fence, with one of them in possession of a knife. 
 

                                                 
8  "Israel/Occupied Territories: Palestinian armed groups must not use children - Amnesty 
International". September 6, 2009. 
9  Child Soldiers Global Report 2004. Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. 
2004. ISBN 978-0-9541624-2-9. Archived from the original on 2006-04-21. 
10 Kiley, Sam (March 28, 2004). "In a war without heroes, this boy was no martyr". London: 

The Observer.  
11 Wikipedia 
12 Jerusalem Post 7 November 2016 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amnesty_International
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coalition_to_Stop_the_Use_of_Child_Soldiers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_Human_Rights_Monitoring_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al-Aqsa_Intifada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_Islamic_Jihad_Movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popular_Front_for_the_Liberation_of_Palestine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hussam_Abdo
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Issa_Bdeir&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Al_Doha&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rishon_LeZion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Defense_Forces
https://web.archive.org/web/20090906152355/http:/asiapacific.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE150332005?open&of=ENG-ISR
https://web.archive.org/web/20090906152355/http:/asiapacific.amnesty.org/library/Index/ENGMDE150332005?open&of=ENG-ISR
https://web.archive.org/web/20060421014945/http:/www.child-soldiers.org/document_get.php?id=966
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-9541624-2-9
http://www.child-soldiers.org/document_get.php?id=966
https://web.archive.org/web/20140420015352/http:/www.theguardian.com/world/2004/mar/28/israel1
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The army said it briefly interrogated the eight-year-olds before sending them back 
into the coastal enclave through the Erez crossing. During their questioning, the 
children said that they had been hoping to get caught and serve time in Israeli prison, 
according to a Hebrew IDF statement. In an English tweet, the IDF said that “these 
eight-year-old children were forced to cross into Israel with a knife. We returned them 
safely to Gaza.” 
 
Their arrests came as mass protests were commencing throughout the coastal 
enclave to mark the one-year anniversary of the “March of Return” border protests, 
which coincided with Palestinians’ Land Day.13 
 
Human shields 
 
Mahmoud Al-Habbash, Abbas’ Advisor on Islamic Affairs and Supreme Sharia 
Judge, delivered a sermon from the PA headquarters in Ramallah, in the presence of 
Mahmoud Abbas. He accused Hamas of deliberately encouraging civilians to 
endanger themselves: “You palestinians, our people, go and die so that we’ll go to 
the TV and media with strong declarations.”14 
  
The My Truth NGO will file a complaint with the International Criminal Court (ICC) in 
The Hague against the Hamas terror group and the Palestinian Authority (PA) over 
their use of human shields. The organization said the complaint will focus on how 
palestinian terror groups systematically violate human rights while harming innocent 
civilians, Israelis and palestinians alike. 

 

“This project tells the story of former fighters and senior officials in the defense 
establishment who have encountered severe violations of human rights and 
international law by palestinian terror against palestinian civilians, especially 
children,” a spokesman for the organization explained to TPS. “The documented 
cases include many elements that expose the cynical use of palestinian civilians by 
palestinian terrorism, although this use is considered a flagrant violation of 
international law and the human rights treaty.” 

 

My Truth’s features dozens of video testimonies by former IDF soldiers and 
commanders who came up against women, children, the elderly and even medics 
being used by terror organizations, some paid a mere NIS 100 by the terror groups. 
Many of the testimonies also address the fact that schools, homes, hospitals and the 
like are being used as places to fire rockets at Israel. A former officer in the Southern 
Command Col. (Res.) Jonathan Branski described how Hamas recognized Israel’s 
“moral weakness” in 2005 and started using the lower levels and basements of 
apartment buildings, where lots of families lived, to store weapons. Several soldiers, 
including former paratrooper Capt. (Res.) Tamir Oren, spoke about walking into a 
booby-trapped school in the Gaza Strip, which was rigged with explosives, while 
others spoke of palestinian children being used as distractions. In one case in Jenin, 
in Samaria, a little girl was shot at by terrorists during an IDF operation to make it 
seem like the IDF had killed her. However, the IDF soldiers protected and saved her. 

 

 

                                                 
13 The Times of Israel 30 March 2019 
14 Palestinian Media Watch 

https://unitedwithisrael.org/israel-lauds-unprecedented-un-resolution-condemning-terrorists-use-of-human-shields/


NLFI 6 10/07/2019  

More recently, a Gaza-based reporter with connections to Hamas leadership 
described how the terror group lures children to approach the border with Israel and 
puts them in life-endangering situations, a tactic that is now causing locals to accuse 
the terror group of needlessly sacrificing their children for paltry “accomplishments.” 
Hamas’ strategy involves sending buses to mosques, where children go for activities. 
The children are then sent out by buses to the border fence. Each cluster of mosques 
is assigned to a designated zone on the fence. Hamas provides refreshments, food 
and entertainment to entice the children to join them. Hamas has recently added free 
Wi-Fi to the experience, which enables the children to surf the net while Hamas 
broadcasts live footage from the violence. The reporter noted that Hamas is losing its 
support in Gaza, and therefore has added new ways to entice children to come to the 
border, including cash gifts. He added that public criticism of Hamas’ usage of 
children is growing, and the phrase “trading children for fish” has spread, mocking 
Hamas for Israel’s recent decision to expand fishing zones off the coast of Gaza in 
exchange for modulating the weekly border violence.15 

 
See also evidence of children used as human shields in the Appendix. 
 

Terror Tunnels 
 
Hamas has used children to build their terror tunnels from Gaza to Israel. 
 
The Institute for Palestine Studies published a detailed report on Gaza’s Tunnel 
Phenomenon in the summer of 2012. It reported that tunnel construction in Gaza has 
resulted in a large number of child deaths. “At least 160 children have been killed in 
the tunnels, according to Hamas officials”. The author, Nicolas Pelham, explains that 
Hamas uses child labourers to build their terror tunnels because, “much as in 
Victorian coal mines, they are prized for their nimble bodies”. 
 
Human rights groups operating in Gaza raised concerns about child labour in the 
tunnels as far back as 2008. Hamas responded by saying it was “considering curbs.” 
Following Operation Cast Lead in 2009 Hamas softened its position and the Interior 
Ministry established the Tunnel Affairs Commission (TAC) which, “In response to 
public concern at a rising toll of tunnel casualties, particularly of child 
workers…issued guidelines intended to ensure safe working conditions.” No mention 
is made in the report of the conditions that would result for both Palestinian and 
Israeli children from building tunnels that would be used to launch terror attacks. 
 
Nor does it seem that Hamas paid much subsequent attention to ensuring the safety 
of the child workers that it used to build the tunnels that would wind up endangering 
the lives of many in Gaza. On a tour of the tunnels in 2011, Pelham noted that, 
“nothing was done to impede the use of children in the tunnels.” 
 
Not only are Hamas misappropriating much of the humanitarian aid supplied to 
Gaza—800,000 tons of cement were used to construct the terror tunnels into Israel—
they are also directly exploiting and endangering Gaza’s youth in their construction 
and operation. 
 

                                                 
15 Tazpit Press Service (TPS) 

 

http://palestine-studies.org/jps/fulltext/42605
https://www.tabletmag.com/tag/operation-cast-lead
https://www.tabletmag.com/jewish-news-and-politics/180007/concrete-facts-about-hamas
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APPENDIX 

 

This Appendix provides evidence to substantiate the abuse of children by the 
palestinian leadership and by palestinian armed groups 

 

Some examples of incitement to violence (source Palestinian Media Watch) 

 

The PA teaches children to see Jews as mean, impure creatures, who descend from 
"apes and pigs." The following video shows a girl on a PA TV children's program 
reciting a poem that presents Jews as "the most evil among creations":  
 

   

    

 
 

Girl: "Oh, you who murdered Allah's pious prophets (i.e., Jews in Islamic 
tradition) 
Oh, you who were brought up on spilling blood 
Oh Sons of Zion, oh most evil among creations 
Oh barbaric monkeys 
Jerusalem opposes your throngs 
Jerusalem vomits from within it your impurity  
Because Jerusalem, you impure ones, is pious, immaculate 
And Jerusalem, you who are filth, is clean and pure..." 
PA TV host: "Bravo! Jerusalem is the eternal capital of palestine, we will never 
forget it." 
[Official PA TV, May 29, 2015] 

Even younger girls have recited this poem too.  
 
Echoing this, a preacher taught in a sermon televised on PA TV that Hitler was sent 
by Allah to punish the Jews for their evil behaviour.  
 

    

 
 

"They didn't learn from what Hitler did to them, and the kings of Europe, and Spain - 
they didn't learn. They have continued to behave the same way: The mentality of 

http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=14951
http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=14951
http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=763&doc_id=9312
http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=26539
http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=26539
http://www.palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=157&doc_id=26539
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arrogance toward other people. The mentality of superiority over other people. The 
mentality of seclusion, the mentality of settlement. This mentality, an ideology of 
planning and systematically working to incite wars and strife in the entire world. 
Those [Jews] have not learned from the events of history." 
[Official PA TV, Oct. 19, 2018] 
 
Specific cases of suicide bombing by children (source Wikepedia) 
 
On March 29, 2002, Ayat al-Akhras, an 18-year-old girl from the Deheishe Refugee 
Camp near Bethlehem, detonated explosives strapped around her waist in a 
supermarket in Jerusalem, killing herself, a 17-year-old Israeli girl named Rachel 
Levy, and a 55-year-old security guard named Haim Smadar.16 
 
On March 24, 2004, one week after capturing a bomb in the bag of 12-year-
old Abdullah Quran, Hussam Abdo, a 16-year-old palestinian (who initially claimed he 
was 14), was captured in a checkpoint near Nablus wearing an explosive belt. The 
young boy was paid by the Tanzim militia to detonate himself at the checkpoint. IDF 
soldiers manning the checkpoint were suspicious of him and told him to stay away 
from people. Later, an EOD team arrived, and by using a police-sapper robot, 
removed the explosive belt from him.17 18 Hussam explained that he was offered 
100 NIS and sex with virgins if he would perform the task. He said his friends mocked 
him in class.1920 
 
On June 5, 2004, IDF forces detonated two explosive belts concealed in schoolbags. 
 
On June 16, 2004, two girls, aged 14 and 15, were arrested by the IDF for allegedly 
plotting a suicide bombing. According to an IDF statement, the two children were 
recruited by activists from Tanzim (Fatah's armed wing), guided by Hezbollah.21 

 
On July 3, 2004, the Israeli Security Forces thwarted a suicide bombing that it 
claimed was to have been carried out by 16-year-old Muataz Takhsin Karini. Karini 
and two of his operators were arrested, while a 12 kg explosive belt was detonated 
safely by an Israeli EOD crew.22  
 
On July 14, 2004, the Shin Bet arrested a suicide bomber in Kfar Maskha. The 
bomber was identified as 17-year-old Ahmed Bushkar from Nablus.23 

 
On September 23, 2004, a day before Yom Kippur, the Shin Bet and the Israel 
Police announced their capture of a 15-year-old suicide bomber and a 7 kg explosive 
belt in the village of Dir-Hana in the Western Galilee. The 15-year-old was part of 

                                                 
16 Human Rights Watch: suicide bombing attacks on civilians 
17 
https://web.archive.org/web/20040526023013/http://www1.idf.il/SIP_STORAGE/DOVER/files/1/28
131.jpg.  
18 McGreal, Chris (March 17, 2004). "Israelis say boy, 11, used as bomber". The Guardian. 

London.  
19 Rabinowitz, Gavin (March 25, 2004). "Israelis Stop Teen Wearing Suicide Vest". The Charleston 

Gazette. Associated Press. 
20 Efrat Weiss (March 24, 2004). "נער הנפץ" לחיילים: באתי להתפוצץ כי הבטיחו סקס ["The explosive 

young" to soldiers: I came to explode because they promised sex] (in Hebrew).Ynet. 
21 "IDF arrested 2 minor girls who attempted to carry out a suicide bombing". 
 Three Palestinians arrested who planned an attack] נעצרו 3 פלשתינאים שתיכננו פיגוע בירושלים  22
in Jerusalem].Haaretz (in Hebrew). July 4, 2004 
 in) [IDF kills senior Hamas entrenched in Hebron] צה"ל הרג בכיר בחמאס שהתבצר בחברון 23

Hebrew). Walla!. July 16, 2004. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayat_al-Akhras
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deheishe_Refugee_Camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deheishe_Refugee_Camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bethlehem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haim_Smadar
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Abdullah_Quran&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hussam_Abdo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nablus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanzim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bomb_disposal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Israeli_Sheqel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fatah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hezbollah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israeli_Security_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bomb_disposal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shin_Bet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nablus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yom_Kippur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shin_Bet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel_Police
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Explosive_belt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galilee
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2004/mar/17/israel1
http://www.highbeam.com/doc/1P2-13848450.html
http://www.ynet.co.il/articles/1,7340,L-2893762,00.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ynet
https://web.archive.org/web/20040804053951/http:/www1.idf.il/DOVER/site/mainpage.asp?sl=EN&id=7&docid=32081.EN
http://www.haaretz.co.il/misc/1.978958
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haaretz
http://news.walla.co.il/?w=//571353
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walla!


NLFI 9 10/07/2019  

joint terrorist cell of Tanzim and Palestinian Islamic Jihad from Yamon village 
near Jenin. The four were palestinians who worked illegally in Israel. The 15-year-old 
was allegedly paid 1000 shekels in order to blow himself up in Afula.24 25 

 
According to a Shabak report published on September 26, 2004, about 292 
palestinian children have been involved in terrorism.26 
 
On September 27, 2004, a 15-year-old suspected suicide bomber was arrested 
in Nablus.27  
 
On October 28, 2004 Ayub Maaruf, a 16-year-old Fatah suicide bomber, was 
arrested near Nablus along with his operator.28 
 
On November 1, 2004 16-year-old Aamer Alfar blew himself up in Tel Aviv's Carmel 
Market, killing 3 Israelis in a suicide bombing that was claimed by the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. Alfar's mother and father condemned what they saw 
as the exploitation of their son: God will curse those who recruited Amar. I had heard 
the stories about recruiting children in Nablus but I didn't think they were true... Yes, 
it is difficult here for everyone because of the occupation, and life in Nablus is 
intolerable, but children should not be exploited in this way. 
 
On November 4, 2004 a 15-year-old suicide bomber was arrested in Nablus. 
 
On February 3, 2005 Mahmoud Tabouq, a 15 or 16-year-old palestinian, was 
arrested at the Huwara checkpoint near Nablus carrying a bag containing 
an explosive belt, an improvised gun, and 20 bullets. The belt was detonated safely 
by a Magav bomb squad.29 30 
 
On April 12, 2005 a 15-year-old palestinian boy identified as Hassan Hashash was 
caught at Huwara checkpoint hiding five pipe bombs under his coat. He tried to ignite 
them with a match when the soldiers apprehended him. Later he was disarmed, and 
sappers detonated the bombs safely. Family members of Hashash suggested that he 
deliberately carried bombs into an IDF checkpoint in order to be arrested and study 
for the "Bagrut" final exams in the Israeli jail.31  
 
A week later, another palestinian youth (aged 17) was caught carrying explosives 
in Beit Furik checkpoint. 
 
On April 27, 2005 two teenagers, aged 15 (though other sources cite their ages as 12 
and 13), were arrested at a checkpoint near Jenin after 11 explosive charges were 
found on them. One teenager was recruited by the Palestinian Islamic Jihad and the 

                                                 
24 Amos Harel (September 23, 2004). "Heightened alert set for Yom Kippur; Afula attack 

thwarted". Haaretz 
25 Roni Singer; Ran Reznick; Amos Harel (September 25, 2004).  יום כיפור: עשרות ילדים התלוננו על

 .Haaretz (in Hebrew).[Yom Kippur: Dozens of children complained of bicycle theft] גניבת אופניים
 killed in Intifada, of whom 70% are 1,017] "הרוגים באינתיפאדה, מהם 70% אזרחים 1,017"  26

citizens]. Haaretz (in Hebrew). September 26, 2004. 
 year-old Palestinian was arrested in-15] נעצר פלסטיני בן 15 החשוד בכוונה לבצע פיגוע התאבדות 27

suspect of intentionally committing a suicide attack] (in Hebrew). Walla!. September 27, 2004. 
28 Marwan 'Athamneh; Amir Bohbot (October 28, 2004).16 המחבל המיועד: נער בן [Designated 

terrorist: 16-year-old youth] (in Hebrew). nrg Maariv. 
29  "Six Israelis hurt in shooting attacks in Gaza, W. Bank". Haaretz. 2005-02-04. 
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other by the al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades. The two told interrogators that they had been 
acting as couriers for terrorists, but security forces suspect they planned to get close 
to the soldiers and then detonate the charges.32 

 
On May 22, 2005 Iad Ladi, a 14 or 15-year-old palestinian suicide bomber was 
arrested at a Huwara checkpoint near Nablus. This was the 14th time during April 
and May that a palestinian child was arrested as a bomber or a courier.  
 
Two days later, another 15-year-old palestinian teen carrying two pipe bombs, was 
caught at the same checkpoint.  
 
On June 15, 2005 the Israeli press reported that the Shabak arrested a palestinian 
militant cell in Nablus during the previous month. The cell included eight members, 
four of whom were child suicide bombers. The cell was on the verge of committing 
another suicide bombing attack using the four children. According to the Shin Bet, the 
cell was directed and funded by the Fatah's Tanzim branch and the Lebanese 
group Hezbollah.33 
 
On August 27, 2005 a 15-year-old palestinian boy carrying two explosive devices on 
his body was arrested in the northern Gaza Strip after he attempted to carry out an 
attack against soldiers operating in the area against palestinians launching Qassam 
rockets on Israeli civilians across the border inside Israel.34 
 
On October 11, 2005 a 14-year-old palestinian boy was arrested by IDF forces. He 
told the soldiers he was forced to agree to commit a suicide bombing when two 
terrorists from Fatah's Tanzim faction threatened to murder him by spreading a 
leaflet accusing him of collaboration unless he agreed. They took pictures of him with 
a gun and the Qur'an and forced him to write his own will.35 
 
Some examples of children used as human shields (source Palestinian Media 
Watch) 

 
While Abbas’ advisor was criticizing Hamas 
for sending palestinians to their death, Abbas’ 
Fatah Movement celebrated the participation 
of an infant in the Gaza demonstrations. 
Fatah posted a photo of a six-month-old baby 
who had been placed on a pile of tires. The 
tires would eventually be burned at the Gaza 
demonstrations: 
  
Posted text: “A child no older than six 
months was among the participants in the 
demonstrations today (Friday) [April 6, 2018] 
and in the March of Return events on the 
eastern border of the Gaza Strip” 
[Official Fatah Facebook page, April 6, 2018] 
 

                                                 
32 Uri Glickman (April 27, 2005). הנערים תכננו להתפוצץ במחסום [The boys had planned to blow up a 

checkpoint] (in Hebrew). nrg Maariv. 
33 Efrat Weiss (June 15, 2005). "Teen bombers detained".Ynetnews. 
34 Hanan Greenberg (August 30, 2007). "IDF arrests Palestinian boy carrying 

explosives". Ynetnews.  
35 Efrat Weiss (October 12, 2005). "Boy pressed to carry out attack". Ynetnews. 
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Official PA TV, 6 April 2018 special broadcast on March of Return protests on the 
Gaza border 
 
Official PA TV journalist: "What is catching 
people's attention since this morning is a great 
influx of families, women, children, elderly, and 
also young people. But there is one sight, a 
different picture – that there are some who will 
describe it incorrectly, but each of us has 
freedom of opinion and expression and to 
make a connection by conveying messages to 
the world – it is a baby, apparently no more 
than three months old, with her mother who is 
carrying a palestinian flag. First, let us get to 
know you." 
Demonstrator with baby: "I am Nasrin Abu Kashef from Khan Yunis." 
Journalist: "Nasrin, the male or female baby that you are carrying in your arms, how 
old is it?" 
Demonstrator: "The youngest female baby, the smallest palestinian baby coming to 
the March of Return. Allah willing, Allah willing, we will be loyal to will of the Martyrs 
(Shahids) that was written in their pure blood." 
Journalist: "OK, Nasrin, your baby is about four months old?" 
Demonstrator: "Right." 
Journalist: "You are not afraid for her from the gas and smoke?" 
Demonstrator: "'Never will we be struck except by what Allah has decreed for us’ 
(Quran, Sura 9:51, Sahih International translation). One whose fate it is will also be 
taken from the middle of the ocean, praise Allah, Lord of the Universe." 
Journalist: "How do you view the women's participation today? Is there a very large 
number of women participating in this march?" 
Demonstrator: "Praise Allah, Lord of the 
Universe… Enough, people have had enough. 
We want to return to our country, we want to 
return to our country from where they (sic., 
we) were unjustly and aggressively uprooted. 
We want to go to our country, Allah willing, 
'millions of Martyrs are marching’ (part of a 
famous quote by former PLO and PA 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, ‘Millions of Martyrs 
are marching to Jerusalem –Ed.)." 
Journalist: "What is your message to all the 
women and all the mothers in the great March 
of Return?" 
Demonstrator: "Everyone is returning to his land, Allah willing. We are marching, 
marching to our land, Allah willing, we are advancing. No one will turn me back, I am 
bringing my sons and daughters. Allah willing. Allah willing, we will advance." […] 
Fatah leader in Gaza Muhammad Al-Nahal: "This Mariam, the youngest girl in the 
Gaza Strip, comes today with her mother so that we will convey a message 
according to which these generations are inheriting our right to return, to self-
determination, and to the establishment of our palestinian state." 
 
One month earlier in March 2018, during its weekly orchestrated riots at the Gaza 
border, a 7-year-old girl was spotted approaching the fence.  
Fortunately, when IDF soldiers spotted her as she approached, they realised she 
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was just a child, so they met her as she reached the fence and, risking their own 
lives, made sure she was safely returned to her parents. 36 

 
The March of Return protests are massive violent riots in Gaza that began on March 
30, 2018, in which thousands demonstrated on the border and attempted to breach 
the security fence. 

 

 

 

                                                 
36 Jerusalem Post 30 March 2018 


